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2015 Ain't What It Used To Be

Climate change policies founded upon erroneous energy projections are doomed to failure and
will lead to expensive and unreliable energy across the country. Nowhere is this problem more
likely to occur than in the area of natural gas.

Projections of where this Nation's natural gas will come from in 2015 have resembled shifting
sands for over a decade. At one time or another, virtually every potential source of expanded
supply was marched into the spotlight -- and then promptly marched out again in
disappointment. Now, in 2009, shale gas is the next panacea being pushed onstage.

Before policymakers jump on the bandwagon, however, they should take a careful look as to the
vagaries of natural gas forecasting and why more than one wag has commented, "There are no
natural gas experts.” In the past few months the corridors in Washington have been replete with
optimistic shale gas projections out to 2030 or even 2050. Before we go there, however, it
behooves us to take a closer look at the doorstep.

In essence, do we even know what is going to happen in 2015 -- just five years from now?
Forecasts for 2015 have gone down the wrong paths for more than a decade. [1]
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forecasting business.
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